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Reducing carbon is the main driver of UK 
renewable fuel policy

• Transport biggest emitting sector 
(about a third of UK emissions)

• Move to net zero vehicles and 
electrification

• Biofuels and other low carbon fuels 
still required to decarbonise residual 
fleet and where no alternatives to 
liquid fuels exist yet (e.g. aviation)

Source: UK Committee on Climate Change
Emissions pathways to carbon budgets and the Net Zero target

UK greenhouse gas emissions by sector 1990-2019

What if all cars were electric in 2020?



Main support mechanism – the Renewable 
Transport Fuel Obligation - has been successful 
in reducing carbon

Double reward for wastes from 2011 has successfully promoted high GHG saving biofuels
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Leading to increased GHG 
savings year on year



Additional measures in place to promote 
most sustainable biofuels

‘Development fuel’ sub-target 
for renewable fuels of strategic 
importance 
• fuels for freight/ aviation using 

novel technologies and 
feedstocks

• Higher level of support
• Supported by demonstration 

competitions:
o Advanced Biofuels 

Demonstration 
Competition (ABDC): £16 
mio

o Future Fuels for Flight and 
Freight (F4C): £22 mio

A tight crop cap to limit indirect land 
use change impacts



But we want to go further

Upcoming consultation proposals
• Deliver additional GHG savings 

through increased targets
• Additional support for strategically 

important fuels:
Sustainable aviation fuel
– recycled carbon fuels (renewable 

jet fuel already supported)
Hydrogen & other RFNBOs
– expand support to maritime, rail 

and non-road transport e.g. 
construction vehicles

– Ensure hydrogen production 
grows a genuinely low carbon 
industry – no diversion of 
renewable energy from power 
applications

• Update the sustainability criteria



We want to maintain existing GHG savings

The effect of the new REDII fossil fuel comparator is to weaken the GHG 
criteria



What’s next for UK renewable fuels?

• Transport Decarbonisation Plan

• E10 rollout

• £15 million competition to support the 
production of SAF plants in the UK

• Consultation on introduction of a 
sustainable aviation fuel mandate

• £20 million for a Clean Maritime 
Demonstration Competition

• Maritime mandate/incentive scheme?



Thank you

Any questions?

Contact – Bignal-
Schofield@dft.gov.uk


