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In 2009, the then introduced RED and its innovative land-based sustainability 
requirements were focussing on agricultural production systems

• RED published 2009
• National implementation
• Focus: 1G biofuels from agriculture
• Sustainability criteria:

• Land-based sustainability criteria
• No deforestation
• Protection of highly biodiverse 

& carbon rich areas
• GHG emission savings
• Chain of Custody

• Default values: mainly agricultural
feedstocks

DIR 2009/28/EC
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During and after the implementation of the RED, several developments showed that 
focus also needs to be laid on biomass from forestry due to increased demand….

Graphik pellets verbrauch

Holzhaus

Domestic heating systems

Building/ ConstructionWood-based CHP plants

Wood pellets
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… social and scientific developments….

Bioökonomie (Chemie) Erholung

C-Senke Waldbrände

Recreation

Forest as a carbon storage Forest fires

Source: Bioökonomie.de (Dongbo Shi)

Bioeconomy – Chemical industry
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… and successful certification of lignofuels, based on processing residues from 
the forest industry or wood from agriculture
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For the first time, the RED II includes criteria for forest biomass being different to 
requirements for biomass from agriculture

Forest regeneration

Legality of 
harvesting 
operations

Protection of areas 
designated by laws, 

etc. for nature 
protection purposes

Maintenance of 
soil quality and 

biodiversity

Harvesting 
maintains or 

improves long-term 
productivity

Individual verification at forest sourcing area level

or

+

Party to Paris 
agreement

Submitted NDC to 
UNFCCC

or
Laws in place to ensure 
that reported LULUCF 

sector emissions do not 
exceed removals

Individual verification at 
forest sourcing area 

level

or

Guidance on the
implementation of

the new forest
biomass criteria:
31 January 2021

(§ 27, 8)

REDIIBIO Project 
supporting EU COM

NDC = national determined contribution; UNFCC = United Nations framework convention on climate change; LULUCF = land-use, land-use change and forestry
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The requirements set out in § 29 of the RED II result in different sustainability 
criteria for wood harvested in the forest, depending on the production system

Wood from forest

DIR 2018/2001
§ 29 (3,4,5)

DIR 2018/2001
§ 29 (6,7)

Sustainability and GHG 
emissions saving

criteria

Wood from agriculture
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The year 2021 will be crucial for implementing sustainability criteria for solid 
biomass –companies shall start to prepare for the future market

30 June 2021
National implementation of DIR 

2018/2001

11 December 2018
DIR 2018/2001

RED II

Timeline on the 
implementation of  the 
RED II

2030+2018

31 December 2026
EU COM assessment on 

sustainability criteria for solid 
biomass

2021

31 January 2021
Implementing Act

Operational guidance sustainability criteria 
solid biomass

2023

Selection

12 February 
2020

2020
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Example NL: Some EU Member States 
already have sustainability requirements for 
wood from forestry

§ The RVO (The Netherland Enterprise Agency) asked 
companies to apply for a subsidy under the SDE+ 
(Sustainable Energy production)

§ In order to receive this subsidy, companies have to prove 
compliance with sustainability requirements for solid 
biomass 

§ Companies have to be certified by one of the certification 
schemes being approved by the Minister of Economic 
Affairs and Climate Policy, who is advised by the the 
Advisory Committee on the Sustainability of Biomass for 
Energy Applications (ADBE)

§ ISCC Solid Biomass NL is recognized by the ADBE/ RVO
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ISCC is following the discussion and is aiming to 
ensure that system users will have market excess 
in the future

§ RED II introduces sustainability requirements for solid 
biomass

§ Market participants, voluntary schemes have to wait for the 
implementing act in 2021 

§ Some EU Member States already have sustainability 
requirements for solid biomass being eligible under 
national subsidiary schemes

§ ISCC is recognized in the Netherlands for its „ISCC Solid 
Biomass NL“ scheme

§ ISCC is following the current discussion on the certification 
of solid biomass and will apply for recognition by the EU 
COM, as soon as this is possible
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Now, companies shall start to prepare for the 
future market. ISCC is aiming to support its 
system users, companies in this challenge

§ ISCC’s approach: 

• Practical solutions

• Close cooperation with competent authorities, 
companies and system users

• Pilot auditing

• ISCC stakeholder process

§ ISCC is aiming to support interested companies and 
system users to prepare for the future market

§ “Integrated” solutions for ISCC system users
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Follow us on

Many thanks for your attention!

Meo Carbon Solutions GmbH
Hohenzollernring 72, 50672 Cologne, Germany

Email: hawighorst@meo-carbon.com


