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Update ISCC PLUS

Dr Jan Henke, ISCC System GmbH
ISCC Technical Stakeholder Meeting “Circular Economy and Bioeconomy”, 04 June 2020
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ISCC PLUS offers solutions for the circular economy and bioeconomy

Feedstock Intermediates, 
products Markets/ ApplicationsBrand owner, 

producer

Mobility Packaging

Electronics Agriculture Medical

Household Construction, housing
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Many companies rely on the credibility of the ISCC certification system

ISCC certification
stands for:

§ Sustainability 

§ Segregation or mass 
balance

§ Clear attribution rules

§ Traceability

§ Feedstock identity

§ Conversion factors/ volumes

§ Logos and claims

§ Add-ons like LCA

SELECTION
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Several drivers push the growth of the bioeconomy and circular 
economy. This poses challenges, but also opens up new potentials

Pressure by NGOs
Governmental 

regulations

Green Deal & Circular 
Economy Action PlanEnvironmental 

pollution
Consumer demand

New challenges 
– but also the potential for new 

markets, greener companies, better 
image and profits
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ISCC PLUS requirements are in line with important initiatives
Ellen McArthur Foundation White 

Paper (2019)

§ Feedstock identity

§ Defined system boundaries

§ Clear allocation rules

§ Credible claims

§ Transparent documentation

§ Third-party verification

American Chemistry Council 
Mass Balance Certification

Principles for Advanced
Recycling (2020)

Position Paper cefic (2020)Plastics Europe Industry 
View Paper (2020)
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ISCC PLUS updates to cover the circular economy and bioeconomy

ISCC PLUS

§ System Document, v. 3.2

§ Material List

§ Self-declarations

§ Sustainability Declaration

§ Procedures

§ Logo and Claims 
guidelines
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New website for the circular economy and bioeconomy

www.iscc-system.org/about/circular-economy/
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ISCC PLUS certification is growing
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ISCC PLUS Training
Circular Economy and Bioeconomy

22 – 23 September 2020, Online event

Content:

§ Comprehensive information about the ISCC PLUS certification system

§ ISCC audit requirements and ISCC application along the supply chain

§ Chain of custody options, mass balancing, yield calculations and 
attribution approaches, overview on logos and claims

Target Group:

§ Auditors

§ Companies (especially from the chemical and packaging industry)

§ Brand owners and retailers

§ Other interested parties
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Aptar has created the world's first circular beauty packaging that is 
certified to the ISCC PLUS standard (on a mass balance basis)
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Borealis produces ISCC PLUS certified polypropylene (mass balance 
basis) with Neste’s renewable attributed feedstock
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DSM introduced ISCC certified bio-based and recycled alternatives for 
its engineering plastics portfolio. 

https://www.dsm.com/corporate/news/news-archive/2019/2019-10-17-dsm-to-introduce-bio-
and-or-recycled-based-alternatives-for-its-entire-engineering-plastics-portfolio.html
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Eastman introduced its carbon renewal technology and uses 
ISCC PLUS

Source: https://www.eastman.com/Company/News_Center/2019/Pages/Eastman-begins-commercial-operation-of-innovative-chemical-recycling-technology.aspx
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SABIC announced in 2019 the introduction 
of ISCC certified circular polymers in Davos

Source: https://www.sabic.com/en/news/17390-sabic-pioneers-first-production-of-certified-circular-polymers
https://www.sabic.com/en/news/21664-sabic-demonstrates-leadership-in-sustainable-packaging-solutions-at-k-2019
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MAGNUM just launched a new website on ISCC certified circular 
feedstock sourced for its packaging

Source: https://www.magnumicecream.com/uk/stories/food/recycled-tubs.html
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Examples for off-product communication: DOW and UPM partner to 
commercialise wood-based UPM BioVerno renewable naphtha

Source: https://www.upmbiofuels.com/whats-new/news/2018/03/upm-biofuels-
enters-the-bioplastics-market-with-new-partners/
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Hammarplast uses the ISCC logo on its medical devices
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Vynova has launched a new range of bio-attributed PVC using 
renewable ethylene referring to second-generation biomass
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Jindal Films announced its ISCC PLUS certification

https://www.jindalfilms.com/jindal-films-highlights-labelexpo-sustainability-barrier-conformable-and-high-yield-film-solutions/?geo=eu
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Pregis has received an ISCC PLUS certification (mass balance basis) 
for its air cushioning product line.

The products will be labelled with the ISCC PLUS logo and have a 
minimum share of 50% equivalence from a renewable source
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Elopak is using ISCC PLUS certified PE aiming to reduce the use of 
fossil-based materials and minimize CO2 emissions
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NatureWorks announced that 100% of their feedstock for biopolymers 
and performance chemicals will be ISCC PLUS certified by 2020
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Outlook: What´s next at ISCC PLUS?

§ Green Deal (circular economy action plan, legislative waste 
reform, regulatory framework for recyclable packaging, …)

§ Recycled Carbon Fuels (RCFs)

§ Renewable Fuels of Non-Biological Origin (RFNBOs)

§ Support sustainable value chains and differentiation based 
on circularity and sustainability

§ Further support of stakeholder initiatives

§ Find recognition with authorities (e.g. recycling targets in UK)

§ Developing marketing guidance (logos/claims)

§ Continue to be a reliable partner supporting the circular
economy and bioeconomy in a multi-stakeholder approach
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Follow us on

Many thanks for your attention!

Dr Jan Henke, ISCCGmbH
Hohenzollernring 72, 50672 Cologne, Germany

Email: henke@iscc-system.org


