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Certification Process

System Documents for ISCC PLUS

Audit Process

• Licensing, Logos and Claims
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Certification 
Process



4© ISCC System GmbH: For personal use only. Reproduction and distribution is prohibited.

ISCC cooperates with range of Certification Bodies that conduct 
audits on global scale
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ISCC

Selection of a 
Certification 
Body (CB)

1

Registration as 
ISCC System 

User in ISCC HUB

2

Audit conducted 
by the CB

3

ISCC publishes 
certificate 

information 
(including PDFs)

5
ISCC

Internal review by 
ISCC

6

CB issues the 
certificate

4
ISCC

ISCC Certification Process

Certificates
§ Are issued by the CB and are valid for one year
§ Are specific per legal entity and site à one legal entity can have several registrations for different sites
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ISCC Fee Structure

1. Certification fee
§ Issued per certificate
§ Based on overall yearly turnover 

(sustainable and non-sustainable 
material)

2. Quantity fee
§ Is to be paid per ton of product 

declared/sold as sustainable since 
the previous audit

§ Reduced fee for members



7© ISCC System GmbH: For personal use only. Reproduction and distribution is prohibited.

ISCC provides key 
information about 
System Users

Location of System 
Users is shown in maps

In addition, a Summary 
Audit Report is 
disclosed for every 
certificate holder

ISCC publishes all certificates and Summary Audit 
Reports on the ISCC website ISCC
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System Documents for 
ISCC PLUS
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The System Documents build the basis for ISCC certification 
systems

§ Provide certification requirements/processes
§ Relevance of each depends on individual 

certification set-ups

ISCC EU System Documents ISCC PLUS System Document
§ ISCC EU System Documents apply for ISCC PLUS
§ The ISCC PLUS System Document describes the 

specific differences compared to ISCC EU
Already 

implementable under ISCC PLUS
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ISCC provides further Guidance 
Documents for specific certification 
scenarios

ISCC Guidance Documents provide 
requirements for the certification of particular 
materials or processes

These guidelines are – if applicable – as 
mandatory as the System Documents

The Guidance Documents therefore supplement 
the ISCC System Documents
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ISCC System Updates

• System updates contain important clarifications 
and information on adjustments of the system and 
are sent via email

• CBs, auditors and System Users must keep up to 
date with all system updates

• Updates are available on the ISCC website
• Updates are complementary to ISCC system 

documents and procedures
• The contact person of System Users and CBs 

shall forward updates to all relevant members of 
staff within their organization
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Audit Process



13© ISCC System GmbH: For personal use only. Reproduction and distribution is prohibited.

Document Checklists and Audit Procedures facilitate audit 
preparation and performance

Document Checklists Audit Procedures 
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ISCC provides Audit Procedures tailored to specific certification 
scopes

Points of Origin Chain of Custody 
(all other scopes)

Forest Biomass
principles 2-6

Farms and 
Plantations

§ Audit Procedures contain chapters on Basic Data, Management System, Traceability, Mass Balance 
and Physical Segregation

§ Sub-chapters contain scope specific requirements
§ Audit Procedure Document can also be used by businesses to prepare for the audit

https://www.iscc-system.org/process/iscc-documents-at-a-glance/iscc-audit-procedures-and-checklists/
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Prior to ISCC Audit

Implementation of management system

Internal audit/inspection/assessment 

Appointing employees responsible for  
implementation, verification and updating of the 
ISCC requirements at all critical control points

Training of employees at critical control points

Review of internal audit report 
by the management
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Add-ons can be implemented voluntarily and apply on top of the 
System and Guidance Documents

• 202-03 SAI GOLD*

• 205-02 Consumables -
Consumption of Water, Fuels, 

Electricity

• 205-03/04 Non GMO** • 205-06 Electricity and Heat from 
Biogas

• 205-01 GHG emissions

* Only relevant for food sector
** GMO add-ons are split up:  “205-03 Non GMO Food / Feed” and “205-04 Non GMO Technical Markets”

• 202-04 Food Security Standard

https://www.iscc-system.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/ISCC_PLUS_205_03_Non_GMO_feed_food.pdf
https://www.iscc-system.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/ISCC_PLUS_205_04_Non_GMO_technical-markets.pdf
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GHG Add-on under ISCC PLUS

Companies can integrate their carbon 
footprint by applying the
“GHG Emissions” Add-on.

The calculation methodology is stated in 
the  ‘ISCC EU 205 Greenhouse Gas 
Emissions’ and ‘ISCC PLUS’ system 
documents.
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Pilots of PCFs of mass 
balanced products

Working group
• GHG calculations to accompany the 

stronger integration of PCFs 

Exploring certification 
possibilities
• Carbon Capture and Storage and 

Carbon Capture and Utilization 
(CCS, CCU)

• Products without non-conventional 
feedstock but improved PCF

PCF

ISCC PLUS also aims to stronger integrate product carbon 
footprints (PCFs)
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Based on severity, non-conformities 
are classified by auditors

• Lack of documentation and information requirements
• Insufficient implementation of ISCC requirements into the 

management system 

Minor non-conformities, e.g.

• Issuance of SDs despite no valid certificate
• False declaration or relabelling of material or products 
• Provision of false GHG information
• Making false claims with a direct reference to ISCC

Major non-conformities, e.g.

• Intentional violation of ISCC requirements (fraud)
• Missing cooperation in the ISCC Integrity Programme or 

in surveillance audits
• Violation of ISCC Principle 1

Critical non-conformities, e.g. 
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ISCC Integrity Assessments

• Complete audits or specific focus (CoC, GHG etc.)
• ISCC Integrity Auditors
• Choice of Candidates

• Randomly / risk basis after risk evaluation
• Complaints
• Report of non-conformity or fraud

• On a global scale
• On-site/remote
• Results documented in Audit Report
• Consequences: Conditions for recertification, 

sanctions (e.g. suspension, withdrawal of certificate)



21© ISCC System GmbH: For personal use only. Reproduction and distribution is prohibited.

ISCC PLUS Certificates and certified materials

ISCC

• ISCC certificates are site-specific and confined to spatial and legal boundaries

• To ensure traceability along the supply chain, each defined system element needs to be 
certified

• Products (intermediate/final) produced with ISCC Compliant input materials are called ISCC 

compliant/ISCC certified materials

• Only the materials that are in the ISCC List of Eligible Materials can be certified

• System users disclose the sustainable material handled in the certificate annex

• Sustainability information of certified materials are forwarded via sustainability declarations

• Correctness of the sustainability information and other delivery details are verified during the 

audits
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• ISCC PLUS self-declaration/self assessment farm/plantation EU

• ISCC PLUS self-declaration/self assessment farm/plantation Non EU
• ISCC PLUS self-declaration/self assessment Add-ons

• ISCC PLUS self-declaration/self assessment non-conformity list
• ISCC PLUS self-declaration for waste and residues
• ISCC self-declaration for CO2

• ISCC PLUS statement biomethane
• ISCC PLUS self-declaration/self assessment forest sourcing area

• ISCC EU and PLUS self-declaration for collection croton
• ISCC EU and PLUS self-declaration for the FSS Add-On
• ISCC PLUS self-declaration for FPR group certification

ISCC PLUS Self–Declaration

• In case of Group 
Certification 
Approach

• Can be issued 
yearly or monthly

• Allows ISCC Audits 
for the sites
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Mandatory:
• Information on supplier and recipient
• Unique number
• Type of product raw material category
• Chain of custody option
• Mass balance option
• Indication of chemical or mechanical recycling 

operations
• Indication of pre-/post-consumer material
• Compliance with ISCC sustainability 

requirements/ waste/residue status
• If Add-ons are used relevant information

• Voluntary:
• Type of feedstock 
• Country of origin

• Timely issuance
• Complete and 

consistent

• Certification in place

• SD per sustainable 
characteristic

ISCC PLUS Sustainability Declaration
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Thank you!
ISCC System GmbH

Hohenzollernring 72, 50672 Cologne, Germany

www.iscc-system.org


